28
After the death of Afzul Khan, Shivaji's
men attacked and routed the Bijapur army.
It is worthy of note that Shivaji, on this
occasion, showed great kindness and huma-
nity to the prisoners and gave them
honourable treatment. It was indeed a
gracious act on the part of Shivaji to have
erected a tomb over the remains of Afzul
Khan and built a tower in his honour,
which is still known by the name 'Afzul
Buruj' at Pratapgad. The sword of
Afzul Khan was preserved as a valued
trophy in the armoury of Shivaji and his
descendants. The golden cones of his
tent were presented to the temple of the
God Mahabaleshwar, and their lustre yet
shines brilliantly through the charming
hills in the neighbourhood.
Shivaji built a large temple at Pratap-
gad in A.D. 1661, and dedicated it to the
Goddess Bhavani with great solemnity and
religious ceremonies. A new image of this
Goddess was carved out of a black stone
specially brought from Nepal by Shivaji's
agent Sonawani, for which he was granted
the hereditary right of protecting the
temple. The old image of Ramwardayini
Devi belonging to Chandra Rao More was
returned to his descendants, who removed it
to the village of Par and enshrined it there.